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"Replying to your note of September 19th, I have spoken
to the Secretary and he is unwilling to give you the exact
language of the order referred to. You will probably see
yourself that to do so might appear to put us in a light of
being almost over-prepared; in other words, it might seem
that the Department, had as early a-s February 25th, the
date of the order, made up its mind th-at there was to be war
anyway. Other orders issued about this time could only be
called precautionary, but by some this particular order
might be construed as indicated above."

Here follows what I have said in reply to him, which I
think will make you smile also:

"Many thanks for your letter of September 19th. I only
asked for the language of the order of February 25th to Ad-
miral Dewey out of a spirit of caution which many years of
historical studies have cultivated in me. I know the purport
of the order as I happened to be in the office that afternoon
when you and Mr. Roosevelt were sending it off, and a
general statement such as I can make from memory will
serve my purpose perfectly well. I confess that now that
the war is over and when one of the things of which every-
body is most proud and for which the Department received
the most unstinted praise was the state of preparation in
which the Navy found itself, I cannot conceive that any
human being should criticize the Department for being
over-prepared, but of this no doubt the Department is the
better judge. I shall speak of the order sent out by you
and Mr. Roosevelt in my articles as one of the wisest things
that was done, a proposition which I consider proved by the
little affair at Manila on the 1st of May. My intention was
simply to refer to it as an order of the Department, but if
the Secretary has the slightest objection to my doing so I
will say that the order was sent by Mr. Roosevelt as Acting
Secretary, and I have no doubt the Colonel of the Rough
Riders will accept the responsibility of being over-prepared
with perfect equanimity."

Now what I want of you is to give me your best recollec-
tion of the general purport of the order. I remember it